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by the class-conscious vanguard of the proletariat, which
was to constitute the revolutionary party.

The dogma of an uncompromising class struggle, and
the false expectation of a polarisation of society into two
classes, moved exclusively by economic incentives, led
Marx and Lenin, particularly the latter, to visualise
revolution taking pl?ce through an insurrection engi-
neered by the so-called vanguard of the proletariat, to be
followed by its dictatorship over the people. This theory
not only defeats its purpose, as proved by the Russian
experience, by creating a new system of political domina-
tion, cultural regimentation and economic enslavement;
but the uniform failure of Communists all over the
world, after their accidental success in Russia, proves its
utter inadequacy even as a techiyque for the capture of
power.

Scientific inventions since the days of Marx have
vastly increased 'the military might and coercive strength
of the existing, States, and have rendered the idea of a
minority-insurrection impracticable and out of date. On
the other hand, by virtue of their class ideology and their
failure to offer anything more inspiring than proletarian
dictatorship, the Communists were unable to gather toge-
ther in one movement all the progressive and revolution-
ary forces; they remained a sectarian and dogmatic body.
Even in relation to the proletariat, the Communist Parties
failed to attract the culturally more advanced section,
which largely remained attached to the older Social-
Democratic Parties. Consequently, the revolutionary
appeal of Marxism was addressed largely to the most